Brief comment text:

The Woodmont Amateur Radio Association of Woodmont, Connecticut W1WDT opposes the FCC recommendations to significantly reduce the ability to utilize the 60 meter band and instead supports the recommendations of the ARRL to expand access.

All of the HF bands have differing propagation attributes that are constantly in flux. Variables such as  man made interference, time of day, ionospheric conditions, weather and location in the solar cycle impact each band differently.  A variable may cause extreme interference on one band while there is no interference on another band, on yet another band a signal may travel without distortion around the world while you would be lucky if your signal was received on the other side of town.  Sometimes the 60 meter band is the only one that works! Not being able to communicate by radio is frustrating for recreational operators and outright life threatening in a disaster like when hurricane Maria knocked out almost all forms of communication except amateur radio.  Some places, like Hawaii, depend heavily on the 60 meter band due to frequent low performance of other bands. The Military Amateur Radio Service (MARS) depends on the 60 meter band for its joint amateur radio/ military radio operations because the band is used by both entities.

Reducing band or channel width, fragmenting the usable portions and reducing output power is contraindicated with regard to benefit to the public for both recreational and emergency uses. We therefore, strongly urge the commission to adopt the ARRL recommendations regarding the allocation, organization and power limit for amateur radio as a secondary user of the 60 meter band.
